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HEPCATS ll 


CREATOR'S COMMENTARY TO 1998 EDITION 


(These introductions are provided by Martin Wagner as exclusives to the Antarctic Press 
reprints of Hepcats’ first 12 issues. You might want to read the story beforehand, to avoid 
possible spoilers.) 


Those of you who have gotten used to my long-windedness on this page might be surprised to 
hear that | haven't really much to say about this issue, which only happens to be the most well- 
known and well-received of Hepcats’ initial twelve. It’s just that, as the cliché goes, | think this 
issue speaks for itself. It was a huge experiment that took a year to produce (resulting in the 
most concentrated rage from the fan camp regarding my slowness I've ever encountered) and 
that paid off in spades. Except, of course, for the expected awards nominations. Now, | truthfully 
don’t give much of a shit for awards. They are, in the comics business, anyway, polite gestures at 
best that your work is regarded highly by your peers. The comics industry’s awards aren't like the 
Oscars. | mean, if an actor or director wins an Oscar, then suddenly that person’s career is 
assured (in most cases) and actors can suddenly go on to command $20 million salaries and the 
pick of Hollywood's A-list productions. If a cartoonist wins an Eisner, he has a pretty plaque to 
put on his wall and the fans keep buying Spawn and X-Men like they always have. Most comics 
fans neither know what the Eisners are and wouldn't care if they did. But you know, considering 
the amount of acclaim this issue got when it came out, at that time | felt a Harvey or Eisner 
nomination would have been a nice gesture, and much appreciated, particularly in light of the 
fact everyone | talked to told me Hepcats #11 was a shoo-in for Best Single Issue. When that 
didn't happen, a quick reality check was in order, which revealed the Eisners are basically a 
cliquish sort of affair awarded to books and artists whose level of buzz (not quality of work, 
always, though artists who do win are good at what they do) merited nomination. And so, 
despite the reaction in the industry to issue #11, the fact was that, with a release schedule of 
roughly twice a year, Hepcats as a whole wasn’t generating the buzz that Bone, Strangers in 
Paradise, Sandman and other books like that were generating. So, no nomination. Shame, really. 
Some folks will hop to say, right on cue, “See, Wagner, it’s your fault as always. See what 
happens when you don’t put out issues fast enough?” Well, sorry Charlie, but | produce issues 
with my definition of excellence in mind, and if | want to take my time doing so, | will, and if you 
don't like it, tough titty said the kitty. As long as the milk’s still good. 

But the Eisners are a clique, a fact rammed home a couple of years ago by my pal Neil 
Gaiman, who finally threw up his hands one day and announced that maybe the Eisner commit- 
tee ought to create new categories titled Best Writer Who Isn't Neil Gaiman and Best Regular 
Series That Isn't Sandman. (Neil is a generous fellow at heart, and the cynical little demon inside 
of me would like to think that perhaps one reason he pulled the plug on Sandman so early was 
to spare himself the embarrassment of hauling home a double armload of awards every year 
while dozens of highly talented and deserving creators were left wanting.) So after 1994 | pulled 
a Spike Lee and decided | just wouldn't send in my books for consideration. After all, it's not as if 
winning an Eisner would shoot my sales through the roof, so what use are they—particularly 
when you consider the ceremony itself takes up about four hours of a perfectly good San Diego 
Comic Con evening that I’d rather spend hanging out with my friends, getting shitfaced at Dick's 
Last Resort in the Gaslight district, and then finding a party to crash. Every enthusiastic fan letter 
| get is worth 20 Eisners. 

| want a book that stands on its merits as a work of art, not one that gets attention 
through media hype. And that is what | have endeavored to create. If you think this is an 
excellent comic, or even just a pretty good comic, then that's all | care about; | don’t need the 
psychological security blanket of a plaque on my mantle. Gary Groth wants you to believe self- 
publishers were all hustlers (and | would respond by suggesting that if Gary did a little better job 
of hustling himself, Fantagraphics wouldn't be having to shitcan cool comics like Poot and Villa 
of the Mysteries on account of lousy sales); all | ever wanted to do was a good comic book 
whose popularity was rooted in the simple fact of its being good. The appreciation of a reader is 
all the award any artist needs to be satisfied with. 


E-mail correspondence to Martin Wagner: hepcats@eden.com 











en. : 


atc” 


ie 


me 
“ 





SWEET WATER, FLORIDA 
SUMMER 1983 


7 
NM 


NIZNIZISIZNI 


VA 
NAN 


VIS 


S 
Vi 


Nj 
WA 


















































ie 

























































































| 




























































































































































































YW 







































































senate: 
















































































































































































































































































ff IC ta Gd nih ; — . ——-— = 



































ass 
a \s oh 
Home CoMING 








f 


i\ 


(a 


\\ 


(i 





























































































































NBA 


e 










































































i 


I wl 


ul 


val | 
















































































































































































































































































































































































ideo 


(am 











he 

































































































































































































































































hu | 


| 
il 
+f 
i 
a 


Naa 















































































































































ta 








veal 
al 
el 
i 
ie 






































































































































| vil 





































































































































































































Wht 






































{el 





vai 
al 
| 


oe 

















































































































































































































ve 
















































































































































































ey 
u 


[Oe 
ROOT 
ROO OOO 
ION 
NNN NAN 


WN AN 
NW ''’:7WW 
MM OAIVY 
WM 


WY 
AY 


SS 
SOMO 
LMM 


OS 
\ 





WN 
ROWAN 
CX WN 


SSS 




















VAN owl 


A\\ 





















































































































































































































































git 
Pe 
{ > i 


\ . _affill 
‘arm 































































































































































































































































































aA VV aN 








Ui 
¥ iW 
i" a 












































004 NaN 

















ZEZZ ESS 








| 


ZZ ZEEE 
SSS 


+ ha i A 
ny 
\ il 
yl 


ff 


at 





oe 
NC A | 
y ull ! Hl Hill ‘f ( f 


i} 


ws 

















































































































ACCOUNT NUMBER  CUSTop 
AEISE4 62 787-11 SPEA me 
OR SERVICES Ar 
651 woope; 


i Mi 


Le 
at 







































































5 =e 
SSS 
























































& 

































































ARLES IES 
















< i bb ideal: 3 
| My “A eae es Al ie i. j 
lle an ee ae A a 
0 ly : % SN 
a Nay 

ANAY 

x 

A 













YS 
SY 


RY 






Sars 
A HEN 
ASS Y 

at Ws 
Wy 

































































CMM 













































































































































































































































































SS 









































i 
is 







































































\ 
\ 





nl 



























































Dain weainpirineannn cin 


feted NK 














Mip 


af 





ate 





és 











SS 






































































































































































































































Os cas RY 
evens thr 
hae erect 
Sehnraps appre Meee Pelee 
ny ‘ a he 


i i Any i 
Ce Aalto easton pt 


ve 








v4 ‘ 





sie men 





ame 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































= 
Bo] ==] = 
——— aa 
= == 
= = 
| = 
= -===—= = 
=> = S 
= = 2 
= 
= 
A 






































MI) 


MAD 
ae 


MW) 











iz Y 
a) 


Uy f 
i: 


N 








WY 
Wide oe 





titty 


iL 
Zi 


Ly 


Lig 
Li) 

















a alae! Mob by Mp 4 


~A 


















































SS 


: Py : e\y S 
LAAZ ds ae = 


























Wes _ = = A= 
MAO GAS [ 
N N ASG SS 
SS SS —— — 
































































































































































































































































































































[Sa 
~= 
&: beer: ona 


Z 
: 
- he 


4 


> 
S 
= 
™R 
Se 
ant 
, 











Z 


HX 


aa 


pon 









































hy 
IM hy 











SS. Ss 
We 
. \ 


SS 

















mu 
sal 


Minn E | 
ut ‘i My 


ae 
if 


| 
l 


\ 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Z a 
Z Lf: 
fe : 
\ de’ * 





2 
\Z 
yY os 
S 
s a 






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































NX 


yy 





ram 4B \ 04 








Ns 











Gintarctic Biast..... 


Write to us at: Antarctic Press/7272 Wurzhach, #204/San Antonio, TX 78240 
Visit our wek site at btin:/, wW.anmarctic-press.com 


PmEee May | help your? by Joeming W. Dunn, mp 













ATTRACTIONS 
SORRIERT TE: GHAMRES Apparently, some did not know that my check out DIAMOND PREVIEWS. This 
May 1998 ATTRACTIONS previous ANTARCTIC BLAST was an is the catalog of the comics industry and 
Usagi Yojimbo Action Figure April Fool’s joke. It seems that some of shows what is being solicited by various 
Box Office Poison #9 my statements..were not “@utlandi igh publishers and manufacturers. It is released 
Robotech: Escape #1 enough to befaken as a joke. i did dtrfto 6n a nionthly basis (usually at the end of 
Warrior Nun: selethose people that were fooled| oi _the month) and is a good source of 
Black and White #10 i ‘underneath-our office. : ‘tmformation on ALL publishers. Many 
Girls of Ninja High School eg ‘ il ae Utiticaae e publishers, including ourselves, are limited 


Hepeats #11 ; . 
Shotgun Mary #2,” 
Cold Digger #4 
Warrior Nun.Areala #6, 
luftwaffe: 1946 #10 ~~” 
Hepcats #12:.... 






Well, the eeriVention season is fast — amouny f 
ppr oaehin g, and we intend to participate 
in, the following conventions: 
















advertising in other 














a) Project A- he, Dal 














fed ss creator of GO DIGGER, 


c) San Diego Avenit toa convention i recent a at whit ch. his 


7% wan Diego, 





inment;-announced they 


Publisher back their lines. I am 


jBen Dunn 


itles we publish bys -half, so I 
omewhat with these publishers. 







‘Herb Mallette : 
ub Coordinator . 
Katie Mallette 





Pat Kelley _ attend any undred fans into a’comic store, then one 
Coloring Supgrvisor/ drop by our your of these fans might buy“an Antarctic Press 
compliments or complaints. / title. \But when lifes are, reduced or 

: removed, Will the fa iS of those books go 















Production ‘Assistant A his sumnnitts we are planning to release to other books? ) pe sos..but there are 
Dowd 4 many ambitious projects» Seheduledare —some_ywh« will stop collecting or visiting 
cs L Sts Brian Denhani” MQrercan Woman, Scott.—their loca c store because they can’t 

rie " 





Joe Weltiens Clark and Dean Zabhary" ‘StarGods olar okie iting American anymore. 
J (under their Conquest Studios banner), 


Promotions, Sales, and Ce / henever this sort of thing happens, 
Office Management and many new and different action.-publishers and retailers need to work 
Matthew High figures, including Usagi Yojimbo, together to support those fans. 
Mail Order Manager Flaming Carrot and Alley Oop. If you 
Ray Elliott have not seen any of these projects or 
Mascots action figures, please make sure you 
Cog and Sprocket 


HEPCATS ON THE WEB http://www.mes.net/~dvoskuil/hepcats/ 


Hepcats No. 11, May 1998, is published by the Antarctic Press, 7272 Wurzbach Suite #204, San Antonio, Texas, 78240. FAX#:(210)614-5029. 

Hepcats is ™ and © 1998 Martin Wagner/Rhinoceros Studios. All other material is ™ and ©1998 Antarctic Press. No similarity to any character(s) 
and/or place(s) is intended, and any similarity is purely coincidental. Nothing from this book may be reproduced without the express written consent of 
the authors, except for purposes of review or promotion. “So this is what a comic that took a year to produce looks like.” Print run 4000. Printed by 
Brenner Printing, San Antonio, Texas, U.S.A. 
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